
The Yukon-Koyukuk School District's Career &
Technical Education (CTE) Department is growing!
YKSD is strongly committed to providing the best CTE
program in the state! We are hiring contractors, new
CTE staff, providing new classes and workshops, and
developing new career pathways! We are offering
learning experiences on-site, providing virtual
instruction, intensive camps, and career counseling.
We've also developed a new CTE website and are
providing CTE related professional development for
the staff! 

We are excited for the future of our students and this
program!

Education is not just going to school and
getting a degree. But, it's also about
expanding knowledge and absorbing life
knowledge. -Shakuntala Devi
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Students built their own computer
Programmed their computer by uploading software and a variety of programs
Practiced engineering skills by creating a 3-D model of a bridge and having its
durability tested at UAA’s earthquake testing center
Learned about water ecology by comparing sea water from Kachemak Bay with a
small creek on the UAA campus
Studied marine life through virtual lessons with the Alaska Sealife Center
Built teamwork and collaboration skills through skills building games
Learned about Athabascan culture through a storytelling session
Met the United States Secretary of Interior
Attended UAA-ANSEP Graduation Ceremony
Took part in public speaking daily

On April 18th to the 26th, 27 YKSD middle school students and 4 Alaska Gateway School
District middle school students attended the Alaska Native Science & Engineering

Program’s Middle School Academy.  
ANSEP activities include:

Students learned about the college experience by staying in the UAA Dorms, eating at
the UAA cafeteria, and walking to and from class.  

Middle School Academy
  



POWER TOOLS CLASS
The YKSD-CTE Dept. and Alaska Works Partnership offered 8

Nulato students during the week of 4/2-6/22, which covered the
safe use of standard power tools in the construction industry.

The students practice the use of tools while building a stool and
repairing the shop ramp. The following is what was covered:

• Hand and Power Tool Class    
• Introductions, Class Rules
• Power Point Big Inch
• Tape Tests
• Add and Subtract Fractions
• Continues Layout
• Size and Types of Lumber
• Types of Fasteners
• Types of Hand and Power Tools
• Types of Molding and Router Bits
• Board Definitions 
• Marking and Cutting Lumber
• Toolbox and Tool Identification (Shop)
• Handsaw and Hammer Safety
• Bring Measuring Tape to Classroom 
• Measuring Tape Exercise (12) Blocks 
• General Safety Practices
• Cutting Blocks with Handsaw
• Hammer, Saw and Nailing Project
• Build a Miter Box 90 and 45 Degree 1’-4” Long
• Coping Saw Demo
• Raise Panel Project
• Power Point Power Tools
• Radom Orbital & Finish Sander Demo and
Test
• Types of Sandpaper
• Skill Saw Safety Demo and Tests

 

• Block Cutting with Skill Saw (3) Each
• Compound Miter Saw Demo and Test
• Hands on Use of Compound miter
• Router Demo and Test
• Hands on with Router
• Power Point Kreg Jig 
• Kreg Jig Demo and Use
• Hands on Use of Kreg Jig
• Cordless and Impact Driver Demo and Test 
• Power Point Step Stool
• Step Stool Project (Print Power Point)
• Jig Saw Demo and Test
• Hands on Jig Saw Cutting out Alaska Animals
• Belt Sander Demo and Test
• Hands on Belt Sander
• Power Point Foot Stool
• Foot Stool Project
• Drywall Screw Gun Demo and Test
• Hands on with Drywall Gun
• Drywall Router Demo and Test
• Hands on with Drywall Router
• Power Point Nail Guns
• Air Compressor Safety, Setup and Use
• Safety and Use of Nail Guns
• Table Saw Demo and Test
• Hands on with Table Saw 

 



Resume Workshop by UAF Business & Security Department
Virtual Reality Job Shadow by Tanana Chiefs Conference GO Program
Tutoring with North Star Tutors
Physical Activity at UAF’s Student Recreation Center
Meal Plans at UAF’s Wood Center
Dorm Living at Fairbanks Pipeline Training Center
STEM Lighted Sign Activity with Larry Ehnert

On April 4th - 11th, nine students participated in the Construction Maintenance
Camp. Students took 3 UAF classes for 1 credit each (3 UAF credits total) and

will be receiving 1 high school CTE credit. The three UAF classes they
participated in are Introduction to Facility Maintenance, Interior Repairs, and

Flooring Installation.

 In addition, during this 7 day camp, students participated in the following
activities:

 
The students tore down walls, took out flooring, and learned how to do this all

safely. By the end they had replaced most of what they tore down by the
instruction of Ryan Ford. Each student worked hard and was able to work

together really well. It was a successful camp for everyone!
 

CONSTRUCTION MAINTENANCE CAMP



During April, Melissa Good visited Huslia and Nulato

to provide career lessons. During this week-long trip

she provided career counseling to 30 middle and

high school students in Huslia and 21 middle and

high school students in Nulato. In addition, she

provided virtual career counseling lessons with 7

middle school and high school students in Hughes.

Lessons were from the Alaska Career Information

System to help students build their Career Portfolios

and included: Person You Admire, Interest Profiler,

Skills Inventory, and Reality Check.

 

 CAREER COUNSELING SITE VISITS
With Melissa Good 



ELECTRICAL CLASSES 
Len Coursey flew to Nulato and Hughes to teach a class about electricity. The class

covered basic electricity which included static electricity, current electricity, the
relationship of magnetism to electric current, DC circuits, AC circuits. 

 
He began his preparation in March for delivering a two day course in basic

electricity. This began with developing a course of study followed by ordering the
necessary supplies for hands-on activities.

 
His first class was held in Nulato from March 29-March 31. There were 10, 9th and

10th graders. They had an opportunity to study static electricity, magnetism,
motors, simple direct current circuits, electrical safety, and simple alternating

current circuits. For an out-of-classroom activity they visited the local generating
facility and studied utility power and distribution. 

 
The second class was held in Hughes, April 6 and April 7, which consisted of upper
elementary, jr high and high school students. Based on his experience in Nulato,

Len made some modifications to his presentation, but covered essentially the
same material, including a visit to the local powerhouse.

 
He has been working on a follow-up activity for the students in Hughes and is
waiting for an evaluation of the activity from Andrew Bellamy, the classroom

teacher.
 He is prepared to make site visits during the next school year.

 
Pictures below- Nulato and Hughes- students working with 120 volt circuits.

      
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Staff
Introducing:

Sally Endestad was born and raised in New Hampshire. She moved to
Carbondale, Illinois to attend SIU-C earning her B.S. in Elementary

Education while competing in cross-country running, indoor and outdoor
track & field. Sally will be a full-time CTE Counselor for YKSD for the 2022-23
school year after working for IDEA as an IDEA and iGrad Contact Teacher for

5 years. She thoroughly enjoyed homeschooling her two children with
Raven Correspondence School for 12 years. Sally is passionate about

assisting families in balancing core subjects with career and technical class
options to offer students a well-rounded education. Sally enjoys exploring
new outdoor adventures with her husband and two love-able fur babies,

Jack & Leo. 

Stephanie has lived all over Alaska including Huslia, Venetie,
Fairbanks, and North Pole. Growing up in Alaska she has learned

about Rural Communities and their Cultures.
 

 She is an Alaskan Native Gwichin’ Athabascan and enjoys beading
and spending time with her family. She has 3 younger brothers and 5

younger sisters. 
 

Stephanie has worked with children of all different ages, and has
obtained skills, knowledge, and experience for working with

children. She plans to further her education in the near future.

Len arrived in Fairbanks in August 1973, to begin his Alaskan teaching career at
Nordale Elementary School. He had previously taught 5th grade for 4 years in
East Los Angeles. For the next 21 years he worked with 5th and 6th graders,

giving him a total of 25 years in the teaching profession. While teaching school,
during my summer vacations, I had a contracting business constructing single
family housing. When he retired 1994 he had assumed that he would go back
into the residential contracting business. Instead Len was presented with an
opportunity to work as an electrician and own his own electrical contracting

business, starting out as "Mr Electric" and finishing his business career as "The
Electrician." For over 10 years Len has been working part time for YKSD as a

Master Electrician and have had the opportunity to visit each of the District's
remote sites. Now in addition to doing electrical work, He has a new part time
position with the District's Career Training Center instructing students in basic
electricity. Len's career path has come full circle. He looks forward to working
with students again in the classroom and hopefully can be a positive influence

and help them create options for a successful future.
 

Stephanie Williams
CTE Facilitator

Sally Endestad
CTE Counselor

 

Leonard Coursey
Instructor



Students continue to prepare for their future by participating in the Educators Rising & HOSA
Student Club. During the end of February and beginning of March students participated in the

online competitions and student leadership conferences for Educators Rising Alaska and HOSA.
Meetings with students took place on February 23rd with 2 individual meetings and 4

individual meetings on February 24th. The Educators Rising Alaska Virtual Competitions took
place February 25th and the Educators Rising Virtual Conference took place March 3rd. The

Alaska HOSA Virtual Competitions took place February 21st to March 4th and the Alaska HOSA
Student Leadership Conference was held virtually on March 30 - April 1. 

 
For Educators Rising students competed in the following events, with middle school

and high school students across Alaska competing against each other:
Children’s Literature K-3: Students wrote and illustrated a children’s book for children in

kindergarten through 3rd grade.
 

Allakaket School (1 student) - A story about trapping in Allakaket including the Athabascan
names and beliefs about the various animals.

Minto School (1 student) - A story about photosynthesis!  
Raven Homeschool (1 Juneau student) - A story in poem form about having hope!

Creative Lecture: A TED talk type of speech about how Covid impacted students, with the
student sharing, based on research, what they think works best to help students in these type

of circumstances.
Minto School (1 student) 

For Educators Rising, YKSD students included one high school students and three middle school
students. 

 
A big congratulations goes to Savannah Overbay who placed 5th in Creative Lecture for the
combined middle/high school event for Educators Rising Alaska! She qualifies to attend the

Educators Rising National Conference in Washington D.C. on June 23rd - 27th!
 

HOSA students competed in the following online competitions. YKSD’s students all selected
events with a 50 question multiple choice test. 

Medical Terminology: This competition consisted of 50 multiple choice questions focused on
prefixes, suffixes, and medical terms for middle schoolers. 

Andrew K. Demoski School (1 student)
Health Career Exploration: This competition was a 50 question multiple choice test about

medical careers, training, and related duties for middle schoolers.
Andrew K. Demoski School (2 students)

 

EDUCATORS RISING & HOSA STATE
CONFERENCES



CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
WEBSITE 

The CTE Department has a brand new website!   Learn about
the different CTE opportunities, sign up for classes, provide

feedback, and recommend service providers!
 
 

https://cte.yksd.com/
 
 

Opportunities & Feedback

https://cte.yksd.com/


With YKSD's growing CTE program, a

variety of opportunities have been

provided during 2nd semester. Listed

below is an estimate of the supplemental

CTE instructional hours and trips that

were completed this Spring.
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YKSD 
Career & Technical

Education
Department

TOM HALL
CTE DIRECTOR

THALL@YKSD.COM

PATTY WOODY
CTE COORDINATOR

PWOODY@YKSD.COM

BOB HAWKINS
CTE SPECIALIST

BHAWKINS@YKSD.COM

LARRY EHNERT
CONTRACTOR

LEHNERT@YKSD.COM

LEN COURSEY
CONTRACTOR

LCOURSEY@YKSD.COM

SALLY ENDESTAD
CTE COUNSELOR

SENDESTAD@YKSD.COM

CHELSEY AYEN
CTE FACILITATOR

CAYEN@YKSD.COM

STEPHANIE WILLIAMS
CTE FACILITATOR

SWILLIAMS@YKSD.COM

YKSD CTE DEPARTMENT
CTE@YKSD.COM



We look forward to seeing you
next school year!

- The CTE Staff


